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FOR THE VNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Historical account of Jerusalem 
AND THE JEWS. 


(Concluded.} 


@ne hundred sixty three years before Christ, begins 
the era of the government of Judea by the Maccabees, 
which lasted 126 years. Judas Maccabens, the first of 
this order, wae one of the most distinguished heroes of 
whom the Jews can boast. He purified the city and 
the temple, restored the altars, holy palace and worship, 
and commenced the religious services by dedicating the 
new altar on the same day, when it had ceased by the 
profanation of Antiochus, three years before, 

After a variety of disasters, conflicts and wars, in 
which this devoted people, the Jews, were sometimes 
the subjects of this tyrant, and then of that, (frequently 
changing their masters without making any material 
change for the better in their condition) Herod the 
Great, was seated by the favor and assistance of the 
Romans, opon the throne of Judea. Antigonus, the 
last descendant of the Maccabees, the rightful sovereign 
of Jerusalem, was bound to astake, scourged with rods, 
and put to death by the command of a Roman citizen, 
16 years before Christ. Herod almost wholly rebuilt 
and greatly adorned, and enriched this 2d temple. On 
this edifice he employed 11,000 laborers for 9 years ; 
the works were prodigious, and were not wholly com- 
pleted ti. after his death. During the latter part of 
the reign.of this prince, our blessed Saviour appeared] 
on earth. In this 2d temple he was presented 40 days 
aiter his birth; here too at the age of 12 yeare, the Sen 
of man instructed the doetors—and hence he expelled 
the mercenary dealers, Here be was, in vain, tempted 
by the devil; here he remitted the sins of the adultress ; 
here he deliyered the parables of the good shepherd, 
the two sons, the laborers in the vineyard, and the 
marriage feast. It was this place, into which he enter- 
ed amidst branches of palms and olive trees, and be- 
stowed an encomium.on the widow’s mite ; and it was 
this same temple of which he declared ‘* there shall 
not be left here one stone upon another that shall not 
be thrown down.” . 

The Jews completed the measure of their iniquities, 
by instigating the death of the Lord of life and glory, 
who was crucified on Calvary, by the orders of Pilate, 
on the 18th of March, at the age of 33. 


Agrippa, a grandson of Ekerod the Great, succeeded. 


bis father Archelaus in the gevernment of Judea—but 
bis brother Herod possessed all the power over the tem- 
ple, the sacred treasures, and the priesthood, 

On the death of Agrippa, Judea was reduced taa 
Roman province. The Jews having revolted against 
their masters, Titus, son of Vespasian, besieged and 
took Jerusalem. During this siege 200,000 Jews. per- 


ished by fataine; from the 14th of April to the Ist of | 


July, Anno Domini 70, 115,188 dead bodies, were car- 
ried out of Jerusalem by one single gate. They. were.) 
reduced (o such extremity as to devour the leather of | 





that the siege began at the time of the Passever, when 
in a manner all Judea was inclosed in Jerusalem, all 
private synagogues performing their duties to the moth- 
er temple—so that the city then had as many guests as 
inhabitants. And thus the Passover, says Gorion, first 
instituted by God in mercy, to save the Israelites from 
death, was mow used by him to hasten their destrat- 
tion, and as it were to gather the nation into a bundle 
to cast into the fire of his anger. In the ealculation 
just made, are not comprehended the women and cbild- 
ren, nor the aged, destroyed by. famine, sedition, and 
flames. 99,000 were made prisoners of war, some of 
whom were doomed to labor at the public works and 
others reserved for the triumph of Titus. Among these, 
the women, and euch as had, not attained the age of 17 
years, were put up at avuction—and they who had 
bought our Saviour for thirty pence, were themselves 
sold thirty fora penny. ‘* His blood be upon ourselves 
and, upon our children,” the people had eried,—-God 
heard this wish of the Jews, and for the last time grant- 
ed their prayer—after which he turned away, his face 
from the land of promise, and chose for himself another 
people. 

Titus having made an ascent to the temple, set the 
porticoes on the north and west on fire; it was still bis 
desire to save the temple itself, but a soldier, eontrary 
to the command of his general, having cast a flaming 
brand through the golden window, the interior of the 
temple took fre, and notwithstanding every endeavor 
to stop the progress of the flames, the conflagratibn spread 
{brough the whole building ; and one of the most beau- 
tiful fabrics the world ever saw, was soon a_pile of 
smoking ruins. The Romans entered the city with 
shouts of joy, and placed their standard on its towers ; 
while they themselves ranged the streets, spreading ra- 
pine, murder and devastation ineyery direction. This 
event took place on the 18th day of August, A. D. 70, 
the same month and day of ‘he month on. which Solo- 
mon’s temple was. destroyed by the Babylonians, 658 
years before, and in the second year of the reign of 
Vespasian, and thirty eight years after the cruoifixion of 
our Saviour; so that many of those who heard his pre- 
diction might, also have witnessed its fulélment. The 
walls of the city, says a writer, more shaken by the 
sins of the Jews in defending them, then with the bat- 
tering rams of the Romans assailing them, were levelled 
to the ground. Ouly three towers were left to witness 
the great strength of the place, and the greaser valor 
of the Romans, who conquered it. This destruction of 
the temple, was witnessed with great concern even by 
the Romans, but with the most poignant sorrow by the 
Jews. . By the orders of Titus, it is said, a plough.share 
was passed over the consecrated ground, as a sign ef 
perpetual interdiction. Titus himself acknowledged, 
that God must have given him strength to achieve the 
victory—he shed teare at the ruin he had caused, and 
cursed those whose obstinacy provoked him to be the 
instrument of it. 

In process of time, the remnant of the Jewish nation, 
iby theirrebellion and turbulent disposition, ‘incensed 
| Adrian, who completed the destruction of what Titus 


their shoes, and feed upon hay and filth collected. in thad left standiung—-he destroyed the three pillars, laid 


the. common sewers—even mothers devoured. their 
children. Some of the besieged swallowed their gold ; 
the Roman soldiers who perceived the action, put to| 
death the prisoners, and then sought the {reasure con- 
cealed in their bowels. 1,100. GOU perished in the city 
of Jerusalera, and 968,460 in the rest of Judea. To 
account for this great number, it must be rewembered, 


;ground with salt on which it was built. 





entircly prostrate the city of Jerusalem, and sowed the 
Thus did he 
literally fulfil the prediction of Jesus, that neither ip 
ihe ¢ify nor the temple should one stone be left apon 
another. This Gaal destruction took place 47 years after 
that of Titus. On the ruins of the city of David, Ad- 
rian erected anotber town, which the Jews were for- 


bidden to enter upon pain of death; and caused the 
figure of a hog, in sculpture, to be placed over the chie? 
gate leading to Bethléhem, with a Jew under its feet, 
intoken of their subjection. Yet they obtained leave 
of the after Emperors, onve a year, namely, on the an- 
niversary of the taking of the city, to go in and bewai! 
the destruction of their temple and people, on paying 
money for this privilege—and thus, says St. Jeromé. 
they were forced to purchase, at an exorbitant price, 
the right of shedding tears over thé ashes of thei: 
country. 

In-vain did Julian, 37 years afterwards, assemble the 
dispersed Jews at Jerusalem for the purpose of rebuild- 
ing the temple. The men employed in this undertak- 
ing workéd with hods, pick-axes, and shovels of silyér 
—while the women carried away the earth in the, skirte 
of their garments: But fire iseued from the half- eXca- 
vated foundations, dispersed the laborers, and prevent- 
ed the accotplivhnient of the design. 

The Emperor Justinian, in the Sth century, erected 
a magnificent charch to the virgin Mary at Jerusalem, 
for the timbers of which Lebanon furnished her loftiest 
¢edars—and to complete the’ celebrity of this church, 
the “holy ‘vessels of the Jewish ‘temple, recovered by 
‘Belisarius, after their lofig‘perégrination, says Gibbon, 
were deposited in it. 

| The Persians, undér Chofroes, took Jerusalem by: as- 
sault inthe year'614, who destroyed the seppichre of 
Christ, the stately churches which its former conquer- 
ors had erected, and in one ¢acrilegious day ravaged the 
devout offetings of 300 years—but they did not long re- 
tain possession of it—fot Hetaclius defeated Chosroes 
in 627, recovered the true cross which the Persian 
monarch’ had taken away, and carried it back to Jeru- 
salem, and’ nine years’ afterwards, viz. in 636, after # 
seige of four month?, the city was surrendered to the 
Saracens, under the ‘command of the Calif h Omar, and 
remained several centuries under the government of the 
Matometan Caliphs (with an exception of 37 years in 
the 9th century; from 868 to 905, when it was ‘subject 
ed to Ahmed, a Turk)—and in 1076 it passed i into the 
hands of the Turks—and $3 years afterwards it was de 
livered by them to the’ Crusaders, and on the 15th of 
July, 1009, the standard of Christ waved upon the wall: 
of the Capital of Judea.” Godfrey was elected king o 
the conquered city.; but this modest and conscientious 
knight nobly refused to wear the brilliant crown thai 
was offered him, declaring that “ he would not wear a 
crown of gold, where Christ’ had” worh a crown oi 
thorns. 

The Knights then founded a kingatotn, ‘which lasted 
until 1187, when it was taken by Saladin, king of Eg- 
ypt, and 30 years after, viz. in 1217, was reteken by 
the Turks, who have kept’ possession of it ever since, 
In 1291, ibe Christians were entirely expelled from the 
Holy Land. Here, to this day, superttition holds her 
subjects in iron bondage—here the tonibs of those val- 
orous Kuights who contended of old manfully for the 
true faith, are trampled down by infidels—and the 
green banner of Mahomet waves, with insulting supe- 
riorily, where the glorious etandard of Judah once float- 
ed in majestic triamph. ° 
. Jerusalem, ‘long 80 famed for its sanctity and opu- 
lence, and still calléd Holy by ‘the Orieiitals, fs now re: 
duced to an inconsiderable town, of at most three mil 
in circuit, A late writet, and visitor fo that place, 
calle it the Jerusalem of the Turks, apd the 17th sha- 
dow of the primitivecity. A Turkith' mosque odcupies 
the site of Folomoa's temple. Ms ighabitants ore purty 
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Christians and partly Muhometans, and these are in 
constant discord and hatred with each other. Its pop- 
ulation, which, at times, has exceeded two millions, is 
estimate-! by Volney, to be about from,12 to 14000, 
while Brown supposes it to be from 18 to 20 thousand. 
The Jewish nation have never been able to regain any 
settlement in their native country since the time of 
V espasian—but there is scarcely a conntry on the face 
of the globe where they are not scattered, and in most 
places despised, insulted and oppressed, About four | 
millions, it is supposed, including women and children, 
are exiled among diffrent nations. They still remain 
as a monument of the truth of our religion, a distinct 





people, unincorporated among those with whom they } 


reside—professing to pay a regard to the worship and 
ceremonies of the law of Moses and entertaming the 
wnfounded expectation of a Messiah, a temporal prince, 
to deliver them from the degraded stute to which they 
are sunk. Every prophecy against them bas been ac- 
complished, every type has met its consummation.— 
Their pride and glory has been marred like the girdle, 
their strength has been broken like the poller’s vessel, 
they have slavishly worn the bonds and yokes. Having 
experienced the judgments predicted in ancient scrip- 
ture respecting them and their country, they patiently 
await and fondly expect the fulfilment of those decrees 
repeatedly uttered by the prophets of God-* Behold 
the days come that | will bring again the captivity of 
my people [erael and Judah; ! will bring them from 
the north country, and from the coasts of the earth ; 
and will gather them out of the countries wherein they 
are scattered; and I will cause them to return to the 
land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it, saith the Lord.” ‘The few who yet live within the 
walls of their once splendid city, are indigent, haggard 
and miserable. Here, says a late traveller to that 
place, they drag out a wretched existence, covered 
with rags, seated in the dust of Sion, and keeping their 
eyes fixed on the temple. They are the objects of eve- 
ry species of degradation, bow their heads without 
murmuring, and endure every kind of insult without 
lemanding justice. What they did 5000 years ago, 
they still continue to do, Seventeen times have they 
witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem, yet nothing 
san discourage them, nothing can prevent them from 
turning their faces towards Sion. On the spot where 
‘heir pride and glory once rested, they behold a greater 
desolation than what their prophet Jeremiah, more 
‘han 2000 years since, mourned with the most bitter 
lamentation. 

If it be asked, what useful instruction can be deriv- 
ed from the history of this people, whe are now not 
even classed among nations? J answer, much. It will 
‘ead us to perase and examine with greater attention 
and interest a portion of the Old Testament, which 
.s generally considered uninteresting, contradictory, 
aud perhaps nearly useless. The protracted and al- 
most supernatpral punishment of the Jews, announces 
almost unexampled guilt. They had abused the for- 
bearance of the Almighty, till he declared, ** I am 
weary of repenting.”»” Who is there would wish to re- 
present them in their past experience, or in their pre- 
sent deplorable condition? If these descendants of 
Abraham, these heirs of proaiise, this chosen people; 
have for ages been suffering the just vengeance of Heav- 
en on their crimes—we shall be taught to avoid their 
Janger by avoiding their example—remembering that 
the Deity has still am arm which he can make bare to 
vindicate his cause, matotain his honor and inflict his 





What Christian will not-be instructed from their bisto 
ry, that a reverence for Jehovah, aud obedience to his 
requisitions, are among his first, his greatest, and his 
most sacred duties? 


———£2 © oe 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquires. 


— 


AnotherVictin to the Doctrines of Endless Torture! 


It-is ont painful duty to lay before our readers, the 
following horrible effects of religious fanaticism, produc- 


ed through the instrumentality of the famous 
ASAHEL NETTLETON. 

This man has been to work for (wo months past in 
producing a ** REVIVAL,’’ so called, in the town of 
Somers, in Tolland county, in this State. Mr. Fuller, 
a gentleman of respectable family connexions, of pro- 
perty, talents, and influence, honored with offices of im- 
portance, became converted, and brought, as was sup- 
posed, to the marvellous light of the gospel. He neg- 
lected all business, attended all conferences and relig 
jous meetings ; and without regard to health or com- 
fort, ran about from house to house, exhorting people 
to flee from the wrath to come, The consequence of 
this, was mental derangement. After being absent a- 
bout three days from home, exhorting day and night, 
he returned on the afternoon of Wednesday the 17th 
ult. He found Mrs. F. in an upper room, and told her 
he was going to kill her—‘* I love you,” says he, ** but 
I must do it—kneel down immediately.» The unhap- 
py woman knelt down. He then questioned her as to 
her faith.* Do you believe thus and so? And so and 
so? Yes, was the continued answer, You lie--you 
lie, d n you, said Mr. F, and I will beat the true 
faith into you. On this he flew at the unfortunate wo- 
man with an umbrella, and beat her in a crue] manner, 
cutting and bruising her head and face. Having brok- 
en up the umbrella, he next began to beat her with his 
fists. An opportunity presenting she made her escape. 
In searching for her he found his little son playing be- 
fore the house—-the elder ones were gone to pick ber- 
ries. He took up this child, about two years old, car- 
ried it under a pear tree, and with a case knile attempt- 
ed to cntits throat. After cutting and mangling some 
time, in’ which he made a severe and deep incision—— 
cutting off some of the blood vessels, he Jaid the child 
under tbe tree, and departed from the house. He was 
met by a neighbor who had been alarmed by the: wile, 
and hastened to this scene of woe. Mr. F. met him 
with fury, and seized him with the intent of killing him. 
After a struggle the neighhor succeeded in overpower- 
ing him, and others coming to his assistance, they suc- 
ceeded in binding the unfortunate man, and confining 
him in his room. Mre. F.’s head swelled in such a 
manver as to make her blind for several days; the 
child it is hoped will recover. 

Another person in the same town, an honest and in- 
dustrious farmer, has also been made the victim of this 
delusion. He neglected his business, so that bis neigh- 
bors bad to turn out and do his hoeing, &c. for kim— 
secluded himself from society, and it is said, for three 
days he Jay upon his face without taking any refreeh- 
ment whatever. 

‘Here then, is all the comfort and peace of a respec- 
table family, destroyed for ever. Aged parents, who 
looked with fond delight on a son, enjoying the com- 
forts of life, happy, in a young and lovely family —re- 





justice, What feeling man will.not drop the tear of spected by his fellow-citizens—hovored with their suf- 


pity over this exiled people, deprecate their chastise- 
ments, and anxiously anticipate the period, when, suffi- 
ciently humbled and corrected by their trials, they 


shall again tread the Holy Land, enjoy their fermer | cism. 


frages, and promising much ‘usefulness in life, at once 
behold all those pleasing prospects blasted, and deep 
and lasting sorrow, produced by this religious fanati- 
Who can behold this family without feeling the 


prosperity and. be restored to their ancient rights ?— | pangs of heart-felt sorrow? Who can behold this dire- 


What Patriot will not be excited, by reflecting on their 


ful calamity, without frowning indignantly on the man, 





fate, to endeavor to preserve his country from-those 
vices which would involve it in similar, catamities ?>— 





* Drs: F: is a men.ber cf the Church, 


———. 


whose ‘labors wre the cause of 2? We call vpen our 
fellow men to awake from their slumbers, and look at 
the direful effects of these revivals, Instances of suj- 
cide have multiplied to an alarming degree, within a 
few years; scarcely a month passes, without hearing of 
some victim to religious delusion. Insanity increases, 
with all its horrors, from the same canse. With these 
evidences before them, will men suffer these delusions 
to go on, till they, in their own families experience the 
woeful effects “of insanity? Why is it that men will 
suffer themselves to be duped by a man who imy iously 
dared to sign himself ** Jesus Christ,”? and who, how- 
ever he may endeavor to palliate and excuse the deed, 
does not dare to deny if? 

We call upon the clergy—-those, whose hearts are 
not hardened by bigotry, or the pride: of learning, and 
preconceived opinions; we appeal to them in whose 
hearts heaven-born «barity and benevolence yet live 
who heve a heart to fee! for the sorrows of others, and 
who desire the happiness of their fellow men, to lend 
their assistance in putfing a stop to those delusions.— 
We call upon you, gentlemen, in the name of that God 
whom you profess to adore—for the sake of that Re- 
deemer, whose servants you cal] yourselyes—for the 
honor of the Christian religion, and in the sacred cause 
of humanity, bleeding under those delusions, we beg of 
you to raise your voices against that fanaticism which 
destroys all the peace and all the comforts of men. If 
you refuse, we solemnly warn you of the conse- 
quences that will follow. The spirit of inquiry is a- 
broad in the world, and there are men who will expose 
these delusions. Scenes like the above, awaken the 
mind, and lead to an inquiry as to the causes; and 
men for their own safety will discountenance these 
things. If then, you persist in encouraging what they 
consider detrimental to the peace and well being of 
community, you will lose their confidence—your use- 
fulness will be destroyed, and the cause of religion suf- 
fer, being considered as priestcraft, and only calculated 


f 


your own sakes then, have respect to propriety. You 
have indeed, gentlemen, carried these things too far; 
the evils will rebound upon your own heads. Be per- 
suaded, then, before it is too late, to discountenance 
this wild delirium, destructive of the peace of mankind, 
and cease to give encouragement to practices which 
lead to numerous instances of death or insanity. 

We understand the Rev. Mr. Nettleton has traversed 
in his eccentric orbit, as far north as Wilbraham, Mass. 
where he has aroused the people to a degree of insanity. 
One map, in particular, smites himself with his fists, 
with repeated and astonishing violence. How long be» 
fore he will resort to the kuife, or some deadly weapon, 
time only can determine. 





Now let our readers look at the following, rRom THB 
New-Haven RExiciovs INTELLIGENCER. 


A correspondent in South Wilbraham, Mass. states 
that a revival has recently commenced in that place. 
Witffin three weeke between twenty-five and thirty are 
rejoicing in the hope of the gospel. More than one 
hundred attended the last anxious meeting to inquire 
what they must do to be saved. 

At Somers the work is still going on. They number 
about eighty as subjects of grace within a short time, 
twelve or fifteen were born into the kingdom during 
the last week. That favored servant of God, the Rev. 
Mr. Nettleton, is laboring in these two places alter- 
nately. 


(<p ‘ That favored servant of God, the Rev. Mr. 
NeETTLETON’!!! Here is another case of insunity.— 





We marvel too, that the Editors of the New-Haven In- 


telligencer bave suffered this communication from Wil- 


| braham te pass without correction. 
Edilors of Uni. Mag. 








Let reason go. before every enterprise, and counsel 
before e1 ery action, 





to keep men in bondage for youragerandizement For ° 
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THE MORALIST..No. 4. 
% Is not destruction to the wicked, and a strange pun- 


ishment to the workers of iniquity ?”—Job. xxxi. 3. 


In answer to the question of Job, we may reply in 
the affirmative. Every person who has witnessed the 
events that have taken place in society, or are daily 
occurring, must plainly see that misery and destruction 
attend the paths of vice. What vast multitudes there 
are in the world, who, by their unworthy conduct, 
have rendered themselves objects of scorn and con- 
tempt, who, bad they pursued the paths of virtue, 
would have been ornaments to society. See the man 
who is clothed in rags, and begs from door to door, who 
has not where to lay his head, miserable and forlorn, 
the object of derision to the multitade! That man 
opce bad a home, once had friends, once was beloved } 
he bad an amiable partner, and lovely children: every 
earthly bliss was his. Alas, how is he fallen! We 
may ask, what has wrought this sad change? It was 
vice. He was enticed by folly, and lent an ear to her 
syren song. His estate was wasted by gambling and 
intemperance; his wife died broken-hearted, and his 
children were left to the mercy of an unfeeling world. 
Ask that man, whether vice produced happiness; he 
will tell you, no; but misery was its attendant. Were 
he to speak the language of his heart, he would tell 
you, that destruction was to the wicked, and a strange 
punishment to the workers of iniquity. Loek at the 
man who has forfeited bis life to the laws of his country. 
See him in his lonely dungeon! In a few days he must 
be suspended a breathless corpse, the warning and hor- 
ror of a gaping crowd. His mind is the seat of hell. 
He looks forward with horror to the day that is to ter- 
minate his career. Imagine the horror that wrings his 
bosem, when his wife, his children, and his aged par- 
ents take their last farewell of him! His agony must 
be unspeakable,—no tongue can describe it. ‘Let us 
Jook at every wicked man. Trouble and misery <t- 
tend him, however he may appear to the world. His 
wealth may procure him flatterers; but they inwardly 
despise him. Therefore, let us shun the paths of vice, 
if we would escape the punishment that follows it. 

West-Cambridge, Aug. 3, 1822. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


§p-The following letter was written to Mr. Frrz, Edi- 
tor of the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald; from whom it was 
received by the Rev. Hosea BAttov, of Boston. 


Cincinnali, (Ohio,) July 24, 1822. 


Dear Sir,—By direction of the Trustees of a Society 
of Universalists now forming in this city, I take the lib- 
erty to address you on the subject of assisting us in pro- 
curing a preacher of the everlasting gospel of Jesus 
Christ, There are a number in this city, and its vi- 
cinity, who believe in this doctrine and are destitute of 
& preacher of this denomination, except, occasionally, 
we hear a sermon from a Mr. Parker, who resides about 
25 miles from town ; but it is seldom he can be spared 
from his other numerous calls. We are, therefore, ex- | 
wemely anxious to obtain a man_of good talents, who 
would be willing to settle in this city ; and such.an one, 
we have much evidence to induce us to believe would, 
in a short time, have a large and respectable congrega- 
tion. I presume there has never been a time, since the 
settlement of this western world, when a society of this 
order could be as readily formed ; or from which as 
mueh good might be expected, as at the present. This 
communication is, therefore, intended to learn from 
you, as speedily as possible, whether a preacher can 
Probably be obtained. It would be highly gratifying to 


knowledge the roneia’ of ibie Jeuter,.and also give us 
your opinion of the probable success its object may 
meet with. ; 
With great consideration, | am yours, 
CHARLES F, KELLOGG, 
Sec'y, to Trustees. 


————ae ©: © Gee 
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Rev. Editors,-There is nothing perbaps more calcu- 
lated to beget a pious satisfaction, than to learn the 
progress of truth, and of proportionate freedom. This 
satisfaction | have recently experienced upon visiting 
my native home, a town within this commonwealth. 

A few years ago, when I left the land of my fathers, 
neither a Universalist, nor hardly the name of a Uni- 
versalist was known there. Certainly I never had seen 
one, to my knowledge, and | do not remember of ever 
hearing the sentiment of Universal Salvation. There 
were two Calvinistic churches in town, the one a con- 
gregational, the other a Baptist. To the former [ wns 
taught to look fer every truth, aud to consider the 
members as jus/ly claiming the prerogative of teaching 
and directing me in all my faith and practice. I was 
required to learn ‘* the Assemblies? Calechism,” and | 
faithfully committed it to memory. I was often put iu 
possession of those necessary ‘** doe/rinal frac/s,” and | 
as often read and remembered them. I was taught to 
believe in the trinity, election, reprobation, total de- 
ptavity, &c. and I did not know then, but that | be- 
lieved in them all. ‘The minister, it is true, did not in- 
terest himself much in inculcating such sentiments, 
though I was often called upon to recite to him my 
** catechism” in church, 

Under the full influence of my youthful indoctrina- 
tions, | left my home. But how aggravating was it to 
me, to find in my new place of abode, that religious 
liberty, to think for one’s self, was not only asserled 
but mainiained ! How galling to be confronted by an 
opposer who assumed so mach liberty to think and talk 
independently, as made me verily conceive him not 
only to be’impudent, but even blasphemous! How 
humbling too, to find that other people knew something 
as well as myself, and that in spite of all my catecheli- 
cal proof, they would pretty invariably succeed, by 
scriplure quotations, in. silencing me! 

In proportion as | grew older and saw more of man- 
kind, I gradually lost confidence in my creed, until I 
was constrained to abandon my scheme and betake 
myself solely to the scriptures. Here | found a deffer- 
ent system. There | learnt that Curist was not call- 
ed the Saviour of the elect only. He was declared to 
be the Saviour of the world. With joy did I receive 
my new information and in joy did I embrace the 
truth. 

A few weeks since, I made a visit to my ancient 
town, where | calculated on reproof and persecution. 
But what was my astonishment! People there | found 
had experienced as great a change as myself. They 
were not much behind me. They too had heard of the 
“truth which maketh free indeed,” and many had em- 
braced it. I found that, of that large and ancient 
church which used to direct and dictate me, jive only 
conlinued Calvinists. Two males, a father and his 
son, and three females. The Rev. Mr. himself, 
no longer taught Calviniem. He bad become liberal 
and found that in preaching more gospel, he was better 
approved as a workman inp the sight of Gop. Many in 
his church were acknowledged Universalists, and of 
those out of his church, how many of the same senti- 
ment could I name! Persons of the first character, 
talents and influence. 

I was overjoyed to find it so, and the waters -glis- 
tened in my eye, that bore. witness to the fulness of 
my heart. But the tears that flowed were not the tears 
of grief, no, they were the of affection. — 
| found warm friends in those, from whom ! expected 





bursts 





4}, ae e . . ‘¢ 
‘he members of this society, if you could shortly ac- 


condemnation. You may well think that my visit was 
an agreeable one. There did my lungs first inhale the 
vital air; there did my* peeaggcr! association dwell’; 
there were those faniiliar walks which | once passed itr 
youthful eagerness and delight; there were my father’s 
and my own relatives and friends; there rest in the 
peaceful slun:bers of death, my revered ancesters. In 
short there were centered all thet is calculated to 
touch the heart with solemn and pleasing emotions.— 
But thete refections were not al] which served to ren- 
der my stay pleasing. There, as ] before observed, did 
I find what I little expected, many and sincefe breth- 
ren in like precious faith. 

The good seed of the kingdom has been planted: 
there, it has taken root and its branches have spread. 
The tree of life and immortality flourishes not there a- 
lone. Other towns contiguous to this, are exulting in 
the gospel of salvation. A respectable number of so- 
cieties is formed, which enjoy. the stated preaching of’ 
the word of life. The scriptural mustard seed has pro- 
duced a tree which is rapidly flourishing in that vicini- 
ty, and from what I can see, there can be no doubt 
that if will fill the whole earth and all people recline 


| joyously under its branches. 


May God, who has promised, hasten it in his own 
goad time. May the period soom arrive when all shalt 
know the Lord as he is,—the unchanging Friend and 
Saviour of all men; and when all flesh shall see the sa!- 
vation eof Gon. PHILO FIDES. 


~ 
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Questions for “ Lacon.” 


Was the creation of all created things coeval with : 
the Omnipotent Jehovah? Ifnot, why does not fore- 
knowledge belong to God ? 

A solution of these queries will assist a reader of 
yours to free his mind froma difficulty created, by 
reading an extract from an Essay of yours, which ap- 
peared in the Magazine of July the 27th, in which you: 
attempted ** to reconeile the foreknowledge of God 
with the free agency_of man.”’ Berer*D, 
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BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 1822. 








In our account, week before last, of the several Re- - 
ligious Periedical Publications, conducted by Univer- - 
salists, we inadvertently omitted me HERALD oF: 
Lire Awp ImmortALiTY. This work, by the Rer,. 
Ex.ras SMITH, was eommenced, in Boston, January, . 
1819, and published quarterly, in numbers of 36 duo- - 
decimo pages, till the end of the second year, 1820, , 
when it was discontinued, on account of the Rev. Edi- - 
tor’s numerous avocations. 
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MARRIED, 

In Stafford, Con.— By William Field, Esq. Mr. Cy- - 
rus Ferry to Miss Sally Foller. 

In Danvers, Mass.— Capt. John Gardner, jr. of ship » 
Ceres, to Miss Maria Endicott. 

In W “estfield.—Col. Charles S. Phelps, of East Wind- 
sor, Con. to Miss Harriet S. Morgan. 

In N.Y. City.— Lt. Lawrence Montgomery, of the 
U.S. navy, to Miss Joanna Jane Cotton, 
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DIED, 

In this City. —On Sunday, Mr, William Todd, aged 
75. On Sunday night, Charlotte H. only dangbter of 
Capt. Pardon Gifford, aged 15 months; killed by 2 
fall from an upper windows 

On Monday morning, after a long-and distressing ill+- 
ness, Mr. James Fenno, aged 62. 

On Monday, Mrs. Sarah LY Draper, wife of Mr. Ed- 
ward D. aged 67. 
On Tuesday «fternoon, after a distressing idee, 





Widew Lydia King, aged 77. 

































































_ POET'S CORNER. 





| 
Messrs. Editors,-The following lines breathe so much | 
of true resignation, are so full of christian hope, and | 
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: er To such as are familiar with Lord Byron’s style, 





be, following description cannot be unacceptable. 


| 


Byron says, that though it may seem fantastical or 
exaggétated to those who bave never seen an Oriental 
or Italian sky, yet it is but a literal and hardly sufficient 


iis xp: eres onege agus pire meter, Sane delineation of an August evening which he contem- 
i .eeetly Gigh, you. will give {hems place ™ yor Pa" | plated, as he was riding along the banks of the river 


per. HERMES. 


SUPPOSED TO BE SPOKEN BY A DYING 
SON TO HIS MOTHER. 


Weep not for me, mother! because | must die, 
And sink in death’s coldness to rest; 

Weep not for me, mother! because death is nigh, 
I go to the home of the blest ! 

It is but a moment—a pang—and no more, 

A stroggle—and that to be free ; 

°Tis the spirit’s Jast look on a journey that’s o’er ; 
Oh, death has no terrors for me, 


Weep uot for me, mother ! the christian should fling 
His frailties and fears to the wind ; 

But only in death when his spirit takes wing 

Can he leave them behind. 

arewell to thee now—the mist thickens fast ; 

The cold hand is laid on my breast ; 

The moments are number’d—another—the last, 

1 go to the house of the blest. Atheneum, 


== 


A CHILD'S PRAYER FOR THE MORNING. 


O God, I thank thee that the night, 

In peace and rest hath pass’d away ; 

And that I see, in this fair light, 

My Father's smile, that makes it day. 

Be thou my guide, arid let me live 

A's under thine all-seeing eye: | 

Supply my wants, myisins forgive 

And make me happy when! die. Bost. Intelligencer, 


EEE=—= 
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SACRED MELODY. 
‘* { am the way, the truth, and thedife.”—John siv. 6. 


Thou art the way, and he whetizhs, 
Amid this starles: waste of Wo, 

To find a pathway to the skies, 

A light from Heaven’s eterpal glow, 
By thee must come, tbeu gate of love, 
Through which the eaints uncoubting trod ; 
Till faith diseqvera,-tike the dove, 
An atk, a resting place in God. 
Thou art the truth, whose steady day 
Shines on through earthly blight and bloom, 
The pure, the everlasting tay, 

The lamp that shines e’en ‘in the tomb ; 
The light that out of darkness springs, 
And guideth those that blindly go ; 

The word whose precious radiance flings 
Its lustre upon all below. 

Thou art the life, the blessed well, 

‘With living waters gushing o'er, 

Which those that drink shall ever dwell 
Where sin and thirst are known no more ; 
Thow art the mystic pillar given, 

Our lamp by night—our light by day ; 
Thou art the sacred bread from Heaven; 
Thon art the life, the truth, the way. 


- 


MOORE, 


Wisdom allows nothing to be good, that wil] not be 
so forever; no man to be happy, but he that needs no 
other happiness than what he has within himself; no 
man to be great or powerful, that is not master of him- 
seB}f,--Seneca, 





| Brenta, in Italy, about eight or ten miles west of 


Venice. 

The moon is up, and yet it is not night--- 

Sunset divides the sky with her---a sea 

Of glory streams along the Alpine height 

Of blue FriuJi’s mountains ; Heaven is free 

From clouds, but of all colors seem to be 

Melted to one vast Iris of the West, 

Where the Day joins the past Eternity ; 

While, on the other hand, meek Dian’s crest 
Floats thropgh the azure air---an island of the blest! 


A single star is at her side, and reigns 

With her o’er half the lovely heaven ; but still 

Yon sunny sea heaves brightly, and remains 

Rell’d o’er the peak of the far Rheetian bill, 

As Day and Night contending were, until 

Nature reclaim’d her order ;---gently flows 

The deep-dyed Brenta, where their bues instil 

The odorous purple of.a new-born rose, [glows, 
Which etreams upon her stream, and glass’d within it 


Fill’d with the face of heaven, which, from afar, 
Comes down upon the waters ; all its hues, 
From the rich sunset to the rising star, 
Their magica] variety diffuse : 

_ And now they change; a paler shadow strews 
Its mantle o’er the mountains; parting day 
Dies like the dolphin, whem each pang imbues 
With a new color as jt gasps away, 

Fhe Jast still loveliest, till---’tis cone---and all is gray. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Another conversion in the Ministry. 


Substance of a letter from the Rev. Adin Ballou to 
Rev. H. Ballou, 2d of Roxbury. 


CumBeEaruanp, R. |. Aveust 6, 1822. 

Dear Brother,---I received yours a few days since, 
to which I shall reply only by informing you of my pre- 
sent views, and feelings, together with some circum- 
stances atlending my situation. 

After our conversation at Mr. L—— B——’s, finding 
all the arguments ! could draw from reason unavoida- 
bly terminate in the conclusion that all men would be 
fioully reconciled to God, } set myself about a thoreugh 
inquiry into the scriptures to. determine whether these 
things were so. . In this inquiry, I read a great part of 
the bible through in course. 

And now commenced one of the most trying scenes, 
through which I have ever been called to pass: | 
searched the scriptures; I reasoned; I besought God, 
in prayer, to lead me into truth, and to forbid that | 
either should run into error, or be unwilling to re- 
nounce it. But the more | reflected, the more was I 
confused. 1 was made to doubt the genuineness of my 
former sentiments, but was still afraid tu proceed, lest 
I should go wrong. Im this state, | could no longer 
preach ; I told the chief men of the church my deubts 
and difficulties,and likewise communicated my thoughts 
and feelings to some of the Elders with whom I was 
most acquainted. But this seemed to produce only a- 
larm. Much was indeed said: they expostulated, 
warned, and jntreated me to flee from such dreadf-] 
delusion, and to stop before | launched into the horrid 
abyss, as they called it. But such was the nature of 
the arguments and means made use of to deter me 
from proceeding, that 1 could not be, ‘in the least, sat- 





iefied with them, 


















I had not long, however, to remain in this distressip 5 
situation, for soon I saw, by faith, ** the salvation of 4 
God ;” and thanks to him, | have passed through the [a 
sea of difficulties which surrounded me, and am now on - 
the hither bank, and can sing the song of triumph ang 
deliverance. ae 

At a Monthly Church Meeting, holden last Satyy. 
day, the church to which J have belonged withdrew. jt, 
fellowship from me, assigning no other reason than my 
believing in the doctrine of Universal Salvation. By 
with a few exceptions, my brethren treated me ing 
manner which I think reflects credit on them, and de. 
serves my affectionate remembrance. They thought 
not proper that I should defend my sentiments,. at 
length, before the church; and not wishing to disturb 
their feelings, | did not insist on doing so.. Many scat 
tering questions were asked, but generally remote 
from the peint. They all freely declared their satig. 
faction that I was sincere in my belief; they did not 
hesitate to acknowledge my conduct and. character 
good,---but they could not away with my strange doc. 
trine, as they supposed if, ; . 

I doubt not their sincerity. 1 told them! could free. 
ly fellowship them, and that I was willing to continue 
my public labors witb them, s0 long as | could be prow 
fitable, with no other compensation than | had_hitherte 
received, which does not inclaode a.emgle cent, either 
in premise or actnal reception. They said they shonld 
hear me with pleasure, if | would but renounce my. 
new faith, but could not sit under such preaching, as 
with my present impressions, I must proclaim, if} 
preach atall. After the withdrawing of their fellowship, 
I arose and addressed them, aud we appeared to part 
in friendship. ee 2 

To my youth and inexperience has been attributed 
the change of my sentiments. I have been told that. b 
should either return to my former belief within one 
year, or be cut off from the land of the living ;---that if [ 
persisted in this belief, | should see where it. would lead 
me, when I shall have begun {o lie, cheat, steal, &c,. 
&c. &c.---but lean only pity such weakness, | have 
been also severely censured for reading. Universalist 
books, hearing the doctrine preached, or conversing’ 
with those that believe it; but I never could -prevaily 
with myself to close my own eyes, or deny myself the: 
privilege of reading, hearing, and conversing. « ; 

And now “ by the grace of God, I am what I am.” 
In him do I trust for continued mercy ; he, f hope, bas 
passed by the manifold errors and mistakes, imprudence, 
folly and youthful weakness of which | may have been 
guilty. May he guide me in the way of wisdom, which 
is the way of pleasantness and peace. To God and 
the Lamb, be ascribed universal praise, might, power’ 
and dominion, world without end. Amen. 

I am yours, &c. ADIN BALLOU. 
Rev. H. BAuiov, 2d. 
















































































We feel ourselves authorised to state that Mr. Bal- 
lou commenced, on Sunday before last, preaching the 
doctrine of God’s universal goodness and salvation. — 
Though now but a little more than wineteen years old, 
he had preached one year with the denomination called — 
Christians, and was about to be ordained overacburch — 
in Cumberland or its vicmity, when he was brought to — 
the knowledge of that gospel which is good tidings of , 
great joy to all people. May God bless our young — 
brother with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jeeus our 
Lord ; and as he has received “ this ministry,” may he 
faint not, though he suffer reproach for believing in 
Ged as the Saviour of all men....Adilors. 


. 


Zeno, hearing a person speak too freely, told him, 
for this reason we have twe ears, and bul one tongue ; 
that we should hear much, and speak little. 

A wise man stands firm in all extremities, and bears 
the lot of his humanity with a divine temper...Seneca. 





4fhem. 


It costs more to revenge injuries than to bes 


